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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2012-635
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Members Boyer, Redman and Anderson 
Date of Introduction: November 13, 2012
Committee(s) of Reference: TEU
Date of Analysis: November 15, 2012
Type of Action: Authorizing use of angled parking; direction to Subdivision Standards and Policy Advisory Committee
Bill Summary: The bill authorizes the use of angled and reverse-angle parking on all roadways within the City of Jacksonville (except state roadways) subject to the authorization of the City Engineer, who shall base his/her decision on criteria found in the City’s Mobility Plan, 2030 Comprehensive Plan, Context Sensitive Streets Street Design Guidelines and Land Development Procedures Manual standards.  The bill directs the Subdivision Standards and Policy Advisory Committee to prepare criteria and standards for incorporated into the Land Development Procedures Manual to facilitate the safe use of angled parking where appropriate.
Background Information: State law provides that all on-street parking in Florida must be parallel parking along the curb or roadside unless specifically authorized by local government on any road that is not a state road.  The City Council’s Special Committee on Context Sensitive Streets has determined that angled parking may be appropriate in several areas of the City, particularly in neighborhood commercial areas where street level retail establishments could be served by angled parking where relatively low-speed traffic makes it practical.  

The committee also heard that some cities around the U.S. are experimenting with reverse-angle parking in which motorists come to a stop past their parking space and back into the space.  Proponents of this system say it has several advantages over front-angle parking.  First, it is safer for the parked motorist to exit out of the space and pull back into traffic because visibility is much greater, particularly if parked next to a large vehicle that obscures all vision of oncoming traffic.  Second, it is safer for bicyclists who are much more easily visible to a motorist pulling forward out of a parking space than backing out into traffic and potentially into the path of an oncoming cyclist.  Third, it is safer for drivers to access their trunk to load packages, etc. from the sidewalk than from the edge of the travel lane.
Policy Impact Area: Parking on public streets
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined.
Analyst: Clements
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